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Asa language 


The Asa (Aasa) language, commonly rendered Aasax (also rendered 
as Aasa, Aasax, Aramanik, Asak, Asax, Assa, Asa®), was spoken 
by the Asa people of Tanzania. The language is extinct; ethnic Assa 
in northern Tanzania remember only a few words they overheard 
their elders use, and none ever used it themselves. Little is known of 
the language; what is recorded was probably Aasa lexical words 
used in a register of Maasai like the mixed language Mbugu. 


Classification 


Asa is usually classified as Cushitic, most closely related to 

Kw'adza. However, it might have retained a non-Cushitic layer from an earlier language shift, and might be 
best left unclassified.® 

The Aramanik (Laramanik) people once spoke Asa, but shifted to Nandi (as opposed to Maasai). 

Vocabulary 

■ wataka - all 

■ biAurita - burn 

■ dah - claw 

■ ga - cloud 

■ ki=te - die 

■ wa-t--dog 

■ rakas-dry 

■ yatara-drink 

■ ha^a-t -earth 

■ ?ag- ~ ?ag-im- - eat 

■ ila-t - - eye 

■ ?ore?-ek -far 

■ ma?a - water 
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family 
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- Rift? 

■ East Rift 

■ Asa 
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External links 


■ Aasax basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/resp 
onse.cgi?root=newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\csh\scu&limit=-l&encoding=utf-eng) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asa_language&oldid=963777316" 


This page was last edited on 21 June 2020, at 18:44 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 







